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In his public conversation with us - the Voluntary Fire Brigade of the
Apocalypse - m February 2020 at *Varia Rotterdam#*, h.b. said that one

1l happen can't be predicted. Whoever prepares for the
crete measures, like _preppers do, mlsses the poin

nd re-learn again and agam I
into a prepper falla g

FOD of other high-level
unications. In the initial work of
ipr~developed and tested playful alternative ways of
ng arid communication that don't depend on electricity, computing
devices, telephones and the Internet. Then Covid-19 happened. The
apocalypse had begun earlier than we may have thought. And h.b.'s
prediction was correct: The systems that collapsed were not the ones that
we had expected to. Electrical and digital systems continued to work,
became even more central to people's lives, while face-to-face social
interaction collapsed in the pandemic lockdown.

Does this mean that The Fire Brigade of the Apocalypse had been a flawed
project from the beginning? Yes and no. Yes, in the sense that we don't
provide any definite solutions, and maybe not even immediately usable help.
But from our beginning, we had been very explicitly clear that our work
was both serious and non-serious, earnest and playful. Being flawed, having
shortcomings, and experiencing failures in our experiments, has always been
part of the Fire Brigade of the Apocalypse.

Our work is *not* flawed if one understands it on a meta level; that is,
not as concrete technical preparation and preemption of contingency, which
is impossible. But as a collective exercise: How to deal, mentally and
socially, with imminent and ongoing collapse? How to neither deny it, nor
to explain it away? How to not prepare (as preppers do) for a seemingly
expectable situation with a ready set of measures? But how to mentally and
creatively prepare for unpredictability and radical contingency in general?
Similar to undergoing a philosophical training course where, at the end of
doing the work, one learns to throw away everything that one has learned?

N. OFr&@ éench contingent, fromy Medieval Latin cogtmgens (%, Rossible, contingent t) grgsent participle of contingere ( “ to
touch, meet attain to, happen ~ ), from com— ( “ together ”') + tangere (“ to fouch ).

Pronunciation
IPA(key): /kan t1indsz ant/
oun

contingent (plural contingents)

An event which may or may not ha'}z that which is unforeseen, undetermined, or dependent on something future.
Source: Wiktionary; https://en,wi xona.ry org/w1kx/contmgent#’Enghsh Creative Commons Attribution—ShareAlike License
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